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Over the course of the nineteenth century, the figure of Persephone rapidly evolved from what was
essentially a decorative metaphor into a living goddess who embodied the most spiritual aspects of ancient
Greek religion. In the first comprehensive survey of the Persephone myth in English and American literature
of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Margot Louis explores the transformation of the goddess to
provide not only a basis for understanding how the study of ancient history informed the creation of a new
spirituality but for comprehending the deep and bitter tensions surrounding gender that interacted with this
process. Beginning with an overview of the most influential ancient texts on Persephone and references to
Persephone in Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, and Romantic period writing, Louis shows that the earliest
theories of matriarchy and patriarchal marriage emerged in the 1860s alongside the first English poems to
explore Persephone's story. As scholars began to focus on the chthonic Mystery cults, and particularly on the
Eleusinian Mysteries of Demeter and Persephone, poets and novelists explored the divisions between mother
and daughter occasioned by patriarchal marriage. Issues of fertility and ritual resonate in Thomas Hardy's
Tess of the d'Urbervilles and Willa Cather's My Antonia, while the first advance of a neo-pagan spirituality,
as well as early feminist critiques of male mythography and of the Persephone myth, emerge in Modernist
poems and fictions from 1908 to 1927. Informed by the latest research and theoretical work on myth, Margot
Louis's fascinating study shows the development of Victorian mythography in a new light; offers original
takes on Victorian representations of gender and values; exposes how differently male and female
Modernists dealt with issues of myth, ritual, and ancient spirituality; and uncovers how deeply the study of
ancient spirituality is entwined with controversies about gender.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and
the Creation of a New Spirituality will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or appropriate book with you?

Damon Smith:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography,
Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality giving you one more experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alva Sexton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation
of a New Spirituality was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Fanny Rutledge:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality
can make you sense more interested to read.
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