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The Russian writer Lydia Ginzburg (1902-90) is best known for her Notes from the Leningrad Blockade and
for influential critical studies, such as On Psychological Prose, investigating the problem of literary
character in French and Russian novels and memoirs. Yet she viewed her most vital work to be the extensive
prose fragments, composed for the desk drawer, in which she analyzed herself and other members of the
Russian intelligentsia through seven traumatic decades of Soviet history. In this book, the first full-length
English-language study of the writer, Emily Van Buskirk presents Ginzburg as a figure of previously
unrecognized innovation and importance in the literary landscape of the twentieth century.

Based on a decade's work in Ginzburg's archives, the book discusses previously unknown manuscripts and
uncovers a wealth of new information about the author's life, focusing on Ginzburg's quest for a new kind of
writing adequate to her times. She writes of universal experiences--frustrated love, professional failures,
remorse, aging--and explores the modern fragmentation of identity in the context of war, terror, and an
oppressive state. Searching for a new concept of the self, and deeming the psychological novel (a beloved
academic specialty) inadequate to express this concept, Ginzburg turned to fragmentary narratives that blur
the lines between history, autobiography, and fiction.

This full account of Ginzburg's writing career in many genres and emotional registers enables us not only to
rethink the experience of Soviet intellectuals, but to arrive at a new understanding of writing and witnessing
during a horrific century.
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From reader reviews:

Becky Pope:

This Lydia Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search of Literature book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Lydia Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search of Literature without we know teach the
one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Lydia Ginzburg's
Prose: Reality in Search of Literature can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Lydia
Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search of Literature having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jason Harden:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Lydia Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search of Literature can be good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Delores Keener:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lydia Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search
of Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Rochelle Barrick:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Lydia Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search of
Literature or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Lydia Ginzburg's Prose: Reality in Search of Literature to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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