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“When we were children we made our own fun” is a frequent comment from those who were children in pre-
television times. But what games, activities and amusements did children enjoy prior to the mid-1950s?

Recollections of older Canadians, selections from writings by Canadian authors and letters written to the
children’s pages of agricultural publications indicate that for most children play was then, as now, an
essential part of childhood. Through play, youngsters developed the physical, mental and emotional skills
that helped them cope with life and taught them to get along with other children.

In both rural and urban settings, children were generally free to explore their environment. They were sent
outdoors to play by both parents and teachers. Their games were generally self-organized and physically
active, with domestic animals acting as important companions and playmates. Children frequently made their
own toys and equipment, and, since playing rather than winning was important, most children were included
in games. Special days, holidays and organizations for children and youth provided welcome breaks from
daily routines. Their lives were busy, but there was always time for play, always time for fun.

Norah Lewis has provided an entertaining view of the toys, games and activities in Canada and pre-
confederate Newfoundland from approximately 1900 through 1955. Her book will be of interest to
historians, educators and sociologists, as well as anyone who lived through, or wants to know more
about,those early years in Canada, and the games children used to play.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Freedom to Play: We Made Our
Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Carolyn Cook:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada), you are
able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a guide.

Martin Kelley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Freedom to Play: We Made Our Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) will give
you a new experience in looking at a book.

Ruth Zimmer:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Freedom to Play: We Made Our
Own Fun (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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