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In What Makes Civilization?, archaeologist David Wengrow provides a vivid new account of the 'birth of
civilization' in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia (today's Iraq). These two regions, where many foundations of
modern life were laid, are usually treated in isolation. Now, they are brought together within a unified history
of how people first created cities, kingdoms, and monumental temples to the gods.

But civilization, as Wengrow shows, is not only about such grand monuments. Just as importantly, it is also
about the ordinary but fundamental practices of everyday life that we might take for granted, such as cooking
food and keeping the house and body clean.Tracing the development of such practices, from prehistoric
times to the age of the pyramids, the book reveals unsuspected connections between distant regions, and
provides new insights into the workings of societies we have come to regard
as remote from our own. It also forces us to recognize that civilizations are not formed in isolation, but
through the mixing and borrowing of culture between societies.

The book concludes by drawing telling parallels between the ancient Near East and more recent attempts at
reshaping the world order to an ideal image. Are the sacrifices we now make in the name of 'our' civilization
really so different from those once made on the altars of the gods?
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

This What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this What Makes Civilization?:
The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West can be the light food for you because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Robert Henderson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and
the Future of the West can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have What
Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West.

Janice Saucier:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West we can
get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book What Makes
Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West. You can more inviting than now.

Richard Forbes:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West when you needed it?
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