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The growth of technological and scientific knowledge in the past two centuries has been the overriding
dynamic element in the economic and social history of the world. Its result is now often called the
knowledge economy. But what are the historical origins of this revolution and what have been its
mechanisms? In The Gifts of Athena, Joel Mokyr constructs an original framework to analyze the concept of
"useful" knowledge. He argues that the growth explosion in the modern West in the past two centuries was
driven not just by the appearance of new technological ideas but also by the improved access to these ideas
in society at large--as made possible by social networks comprising universities, publishers, professional
sciences, and kindred institutions. Through a wealth of historical evidence set in clear and lively prose, he
shows that changes in the intellectual and social environment and the institutional background in which
knowledge was generated and disseminated brought about the Industrial Revolution, followed by sustained
economic growth and continuing technological change.

Mokyr draws a link between intellectual forces such as the European enlightenment and subsequent
economic changes of the nineteenth century, and follows their development into the twentieth century. He
further explores some of the key implications of the knowledge revolution. Among these is the rise and fall
of the "factory system" as an organizing principle of modern economic organization. He analyzes the impact
of this revolution on information technology and communications as well as on the public's state of health
and the structure of households. By examining the social and political roots of resistance to new knowledge,
Mokyr also links growth in knowledge to political economy and connects the economic history of
technology to the New Institutional Economics. The Gifts of Athena provides crucial insights into a matter of
fundamental concern to a range of disciplines including economics, economic history, political economy, the
history of technology, and the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Barrett:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Gifts of Athena: Historical
Origins of the Knowledge Economy book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Robert McKay:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually The Gifts of Athena: Historical Origins of the Knowledge Economy.

Sherry Clark:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Gifts of
Athena: Historical Origins of the Knowledge Economy provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.

Marcia Marshall:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Gifts of Athena: Historical
Origins of the Knowledge Economy or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Gifts of Athena: Historical Origins of the Knowledge
Economy to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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