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Leo Strauss’s What Is Political Philosophy? addresses almost every major theme in his life’s work and is
often viewed as a defense of his overall philosophic approach. Yet precisely because the book is so
foundational, if we want to understand Strauss’s notoriously careful and complex thinking in these essays,
we must also consider them just as Strauss treated philosophers of the past: on their own terms.
 
Each of the contributors in this collection focuses on a single chapter from What Is Political Philosophy? in
an effort to shed light on both Strauss’s thoughts about the history of philosophy and the major issues about
which he wrote. Included are treatments of Strauss’s esoteric method of reading, his critique of behavioral
political science, and his views on classical political philosophy. Key thinkers whose work Strauss responded
to are also analyzed in depth: Plato, Al-Farabi, Maimonides, Hobbes, and Locke, as well as twentieth-
century figures such as Eric Voegelin, Alexandre Kojève, and Kurt Riezler. Written by scholars well-known
for their insight and expertise on Strauss’s thought, the essays in this volume apply to Strauss the same
meticulous approach he developed in reading others.
 
The first book-length treatment on a single book by Strauss, Leo Strauss’s Defense of the Philosophic Life
will serve as an invaluable companion to those seeking a helpful introduction or delving deeper into the
major themes and ideas of this controversial thinker.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Tapia:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life:
Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?".

Daniel Hanson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Leo
Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?"? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Robert King:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic
Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?" is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Thomas Ellis:

Beside this particular Leo Strauss's Defense of the Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political
Philosophy?" in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Leo Strauss's Defense of the
Philosophic Life: Reading "What Is Political Philosophy?" because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read
it from today!
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